NOTE: Signing onto this letter of support for a programmatic request DOES NOT need to be accompanied by a financial disclosure letter, or disclosed on the requesting Member's website. However, all programmatic requests must be entered into the online LHHS appropriations database. 

March 19, 2010

Dear Colleague:
As America moves to tackle today’s changing economy and changing world, our universities, businesses and citizens need tools to help them prepare for tomorrow’s jobs. In light of these priorities, we ask you to join us in signing onto a programmatic funding request for the already authorized University Sustainability Program in the FY 2011 Labor, Health and Human Services Appropriations bill. 

The University Sustainability Program was authorized by Congress as part of the Higher Education Opportunity Act and recognized as one of six invitational priorities for the Department of Education in fiscal year 2010 (PL 110-315, Title VIII, Part U). The Act authorizes funding for American colleges and universities to develop, implement and evaluate sustainability programs and practices. As population growth, urban development and extreme weather incidents place greater stress on ecosystems around the globe, the need for developing innovative and successful practices is critical to sustaining our economic competitiveness, environmental health and strong communities. This year we are asking that the Appropriations Committee continue to recognize the importance of the program and include $25 million to support further enactment of the program. 
The University Sustainability Program has been endorsed by over 25 national organizations (including the American Council on Education, the American Association of Community Colleges and the American Association of State Colleges and Universities), 200 colleges and community colleges, and multiple non-governmental organizations and corporations. We hope that you will join us in asking for support by signing the attached letter, and by making the University Sustainability Program one of your programmatic requests that you submit online to the Higher Education subcommittee (no financial disclosure or Member website listing necessary).
If you have any questions, or to sign onto the letter, please contact Tyler.frisbee@mail.house.gov (Rep. Blumenauer) or Julia.Jester@mail.house.gov (Rep. Ehlers). The deadline for signing on is March 17th, 2010.
Sincerely,
Congressman Earl Blumenauer

Congressman Vernon J. Ehlers

March 19, 2010

Dear Chairman Obey and Ranking Member Tiahrt,
We want to thank you for recognizing the University Sustainability Program as one of six invitational priorities in the Fund for the Improvement of Post Secondary Education account of last year’s Labor, Health and Human Services appropriations bill, and respectfully request that you support a fiscal year 2011 appropriation of $25 million for the University Sustainability Program, a competitive grant program authorized as part of the Higher Education Opportunity Act (PL 110-315, Title VIII, Part U). Once funded, the University Sustainability Program will provide grants to colleges and universities to establish sustainability programs and direct the Department of Education to establish high-quality sustainability programs. The program is supported by over 250 colleges and university presidents, several dozen national environmental and education organizations, and twenty five major higher education associations.
Congress is responding to the urgency of jump-starting a clean energy economy and the resulting imperative to train workers for new technical jobs in alternative energy. But the emerging green economy is not confined to alternative energy alone. It also encompasses mitigating and adapting to climate change; taking care of our natural resources; reducing environmental health hazards; and much more. Higher education needs to foster this connected way of thinking about the environment and the economy, and provide the knowledge base, especially in relevant sciences, to spur the innovation needed to maintain national competitiveness. 
Funding the University Sustainability Program will help colleges and universities equip a new generation of Americans, inspire them to tackle the future economic landscape, and pave the way for new technologies and industries that will drive the U.S. economy for decades to come. Investments in sustainability education are critical for short-term job creation as well as long-term economic growth. According to economist Dr. Robert Pollin, government spending on educational services generates significantly more jobs (23.1 jobs per $1 million dollars in spending) than spending on almost any other sector. Public investment in sustainability education is a direct investment in America’s competitiveness in the changing global marketplace. 

We thank you for considering this important request.

Sincerely,

