SAMPLE LETTER TO SENATORS RE CLEAN ENERGY LEGISLATION
The Honorable ________
United States Senate				         
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senator  _______:    

I am writing to urge you to support strong climate legislation that includes funding for education, at all levels, to prepare the American people to participate fully in a clean energy economy.  Specifically, I urge you to ensure the Senate climate bill dedicates at least 1% of the proceeds of emissions allowances for the range of education, training and retraining activities outlined below. 

The historic climate and energy legislation being considered by the Senate will move our nation towards a clean energy economy, end our dependence on foreign oil, reduce global warming pollution, and create millions of new green jobs to revitalize our economy.  I want to urge you to  vote for strong climate legislation.  
[Add a paragraph to explain your institution’s leadership on sustainability with specifics about green jobs training, strategies you are using to reduce greenhouse gas emissions, and otherwise transition to sustainability.] 
Our nation’s competitiveness over the coming decades depends on our leadership in reducing greenhouse gas emissions and shifting to renewable energy.  Successfully navigating the transition to a clean energy economy will require a broad base of environmentally literate and competent citizens:  architects, engineers, scientists, entrepreneurs, managers, financial experts, lawyers, and political leaders – in addition to well-informed consumers and a workforce trained in green jobs.  To produce such a literate workforce and citizenry, America needs to invest in education at every level:  
· retool our nation’s universities and colleges to become centers of education, workforce training, and research in alternative energy, energy efficiency, and new technologies;

· revitalize K-12 education by strengthening environmental education, social studies, and "STEM Education for a Sustainable Future" to provide all students with a basic understanding of the relationships among environmental, economic and social systems;

· bolster existing career pathways programs to provide more green educational and training opportunities for youth and young adults;

· retrain practicing professionals to contribute to a clean energy economy; and

· mount major public education programs to inform the public and educate consumers. 

This education will take place at institutions of higher education, including community colleges, high schools, career and technical education programs, and through innovative partnerships with non-profits, apprenticeship programs and others that will help create and strengthen education and re-training programs, curricula, and courses. 
Please work to pass a strong clean energy bill that makes a strategic investment in the American people by dedicating 1% of the proceeds of emissions allowances for education and training. 

Sincerely,  


s,




